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Report, 1920 — 1921. 

It is usual to begin a report of the year’s work of any society bv 
relating its progress and commenting on its prosperity or its 
difficulties. But at this particular time the Committee of the 
P.N.E.U. would relegate these to a second place. The 
P.N.E.U. is not so much a company as a crusade. In the 
synopsis of the Educational Philosophy advanced by the Founder 
of the Union, the three duties which members are supposed to 
take up are: 

(a) To give earnest study to the mastery of the principles of 
our educational philosophy. 

(b) Having mastered these to apply them. 

(c) To make them known. 

With that idea before them the committee of the P.N.E.U. think 
it well to begin their report by drawing the attention of all the 
members to the value and importance— especially at the present 
time — of the principles of education for the sake of which the 
Union exists. We are, as it were, assisting at the making of a 
new world, and we arc at the stage of its making where there is 
still chaos, and the light is dim. A system of education which 
stands for the development, from the earliest days of childhood, 
of individual thought, and the self-control of individual will, is 
in such conditions of inestimable value. There are few persons 
interested in education, of those who have either studied its 
theory or observed its practice, who would deny that, in school 
work, thought is very rarely cultivated, and still more rarely the 
power of expression, without which thought is apt to be vague and 
inaccurate. Now over and over again in letters, essays, dis- 
cussions, reports in the Parents’ Review, and pamphlets issued 
by the P.N.E.U., there conies out evidence how under Miss 
Mason’s methods these faculties, fundamental for spiritual 
development— genuine thought, and sincere expression of thought 
—are nourished and encouraged to grow. With children edu- 
cated on these principles, it is what they learn that mat ers , ^no 
what they are taught. The importance lies, not in v\ 1 a e\ 
told, but in what they think. As a speaker remar e a 
Annual Conference of Educational Associations 111 ar \ l * * ’ 
1920: “Miss Mason’s method is a revolution of our ^tuae to- 
wards children and education in general. For this reason 

come to stay.” , , _ u avft 

Different— (and indifferent)— systems of education 
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, nrithpT a nd had their day, each claiming some 

succeeded one Dre d e cessor: but all were alike m the endeav- 
advantageo\c - vo uth the importance of age. In the new 
our to impress o * • t the foj r th, one fact already emerges, 

world which I**™ „ r0 „„t rven l,ei„„ tried Li 

namely thst^of ^ ^ „ f oullc ] wanting on the very 
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"Z' t fhev are old. But, as it. is possible that even the 
score that J ■ mafcc nlista kes, an education, which will 

iZfthc rising generation to know the real great thoughts of 
the oast and to know themselves as well, is one which deserves 
aiTenthu'siastic support. To. 11 who realise the great possibilities 
which arc bound up with the wide application of Miss Mason’s 
principles of education, and the great need for it there is an ex- 
hilaration in belonging to the P.N.E.U. which sets this aim 
before itself. There is no satisfaction like the satisfaction of 
doing something “worth while.” 

It is remarkable how instantaneous is the appeal which Miss 
Mason’s philosophy of education makes to teachers who first come 
in contact with it. No less remarkable is it, how, with those 
who have put this philosophy into practice, their appreciation 
grows keener with time. ‘ ‘It is almost as if I were hypnotised , ’ ’ 
wrote an Australian secondary School mistress on reading for 
the first time a pamphlet, of Miss Mason’s “I can think of nothing 
else.’’ 

In an address at the Whitby Gathering in May last, Mr. 
Wright, County Inspector of Schools in Durham, quotes Miss 
Mason’s definition of “one aim of education” as “an appropria- 
tion of wide knowledge, which the learner must get for himself,” 
a j\£ oes on Sft y ^at a desire to continue liberal studies, and 
1 1 \ *° con * ‘ aue self-education are the best assets with which 
school™” 1 ^ teaC ^ ers can e< l u ‘P ^ 1C boys and girls leaving our 

Gloucestershire wliteTtwhe T \ Education Secretary for 
work beirm ’ 1 . Teachers World of "‘remarkable 

schools whose 'ten'l ' S row ing number of public elementary 

the methods of Miss C. 

enterprise of the Parent! ’ Nation* I ‘{^ r ° duced b y the missionary 
who have seen that wnrb Natlonal Educational Union. “Those 
that are being achieved SpCalt to ° highly of the results 

mastered the methods wi if f 1C * S and c bildren who have once 
judges— perhaps the best ' n m ?- n ° otber - They are good 
they have to tell us time tt, I ' S t \ tTle that we listened to what 
»n our midst.” ’ 1 We did due honour to the prophet 

Th “ "* tyPiC * 1 »u. .taort it t .„ dom . 




different words and ways the same sentiments are repeated over 
and over again by both teachers and taught of the Parents' Union 
School. Any one who reads back numbers of the Parents' 
Review or reports of conferences where the P.N.E.U. or the 
methods of the House of Education were under discussion will find 
many instances more striking even than those quoted. 

The interest and enthusiasm for the movement continues to 
spread. The past year’s work gives many indications of this. 

Students trained at the House of Education are now teaching 
in all parts of the world. So much are they in request that the 
demand has far exceeded the supply. As it is necessary that 
everyone employing a House of Education Student must enter 
the pupils at the Parents’ Union School, and use Miss Mason’s 
methods, that is in itself the strongest evidence of the wide spread 
of the educational philosophy which is the foundation of our 
Union. 

Whilst hundreds of Ambleside students are doing valuable 
work in home-school-rooms and in private classes, we are glad to 
note that an increasing number are teaching in boys’ preparatory 
schools, in secondary schools for girls, and a good many are 
directing schools of their own. In addition, Miss Parish has 
been appointed Vice-Principal of the House of Education, 
Ambleside; one ex-student is on the staff of the College; one 
Head of the Practising School in connection with the College. 
Miss Wix, an ex-student and late Assistant Organising Secre- 
tary at the P.N.E.U. Office, has been appointed one of His 
Majesty’s Inspectors of Schools; another ex -student is Super- 
intendent of the Borough Polytechnic Institute; and a third is 
on the staff of an elementary school . 

From different parts of India— Bombay, Calcutta, Bhopal, 
Kidderpore, there have been enquiries as to the methods ot the 
Parents’ Union School and children have been enrolled as mem- 
bers, and there is a hope of more than one school in India being 

run entirely on Parents’ Union School lines. 

The P.N.E.U. has now been formed into an Incorporated 
Society. Thanks are due to Mr. Frost, of Messrs. ^ 

Burton and Frost, for his valuable services in the work o 

drawing up the Charter. . p 

To the great regret of the Executive Committee, . . • 

who has served the Union almost since tnc e S“ 111 c jttee 
Treasurer, has found himself obliged to resign . u te( j t 0 

are glad to be able to report that Mr. 1 cirin ' Treas- 

become one of the Vice-Presidents. His p ace w ho 

urer has been taken by Colonel the Hon. oug < ^ c os tley 

resigned the Chairmanship in favour o c 





«rui^ Head Master of Westminster School. The Committee 
f^ that they are very fortunate in. securing the help of the Head 
feel that , „ T V ns their ch a rman, thus carrying out one 
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Master of Westminster as their Lha 
of the objects of harmonising school and home life 

The Committee regret to report the death of Sir Algernon 
Coote Bart who was one of the Vice-Presidents of the Society , 

and hid acted as Hon. Treasurer for some years 

The Annual Meeting for 1920 was held at Westminster School 
by kind permission of Mr. Costley-White. An Address was given 
bv Sir Jagadis Bose, and the Rt. Hon. H. A. L. Fisher, M.P., 
President of the Board of Education, took the Chair. 

Several members in London and in the provinces have kindly 
lent their drawing-rooms for Propaganda Meetings of the 
P.N.E.U. when the Organising Secretaries have spoken. This 
has been found an excellent way of arousing interest in the Union 
and offers to hold similar meetings would be welcomed. Many 
meetings have been held too, with a view to giving opportunities 
to inpsectors and teachers of Council Schools to observe the 
actual teaching methods of the P.U.S., and to hear the principles 
of Miss Mason’s teaching discussed. 

A P.U.S. Association has been formed of old P.U.S. pupils. 
They may join at eighteen , if they have been in the school for 
two years and did not leave before they were eleven . The annual 
subscription is 5/-. For that, each member has the right to a 
course of reading from Form V. Programme of the P .U.S . (choos- 
ing her own subject) , the right to attend lectures of the P .N .E .U 
the use of the Library. Also three copies of the Parents' Review 
are given to be circulated among the members. 

PNE n uttJ e f m0S V imp ? ant rCCent dev elopments of the 

Phlets, library books and postage * ° f magazme ' P arn ‘ 

nation. P ' CntS M°ng,ng to different classes in the 

neetion with the New Park RoadL^ !p* c 6 " 11 formed in c 'On- 

r„o^^ 

~ ^ groups 




attainment of two of the aims of the P .N .E .LJ .—the spreading of 
its philosophy of education , and the growth of solidarity of feeling 
between parents belonging to different classes in the nation. 

During the year there have been several changes in the Office 
owing to the appointment of Miss Parish as Vice-Principal of the 
House of Education , Ambleside . Her retirement caused general 
regret and at the meeting of the Executive Committee in Febru- 
ary, she was elected an ex-officio member. The Committee are 
glad to know that she is thus still in touch with the work of the 
Office as well as with the Union as a whole , through her new work . 

Miss Morton is now General Secretary and Miss Pennethorne, 
ex-student of the House of Education, is Organising Secretary . 
Both have been working for some time now , and the Committee 
feel themselves fortunate in securing the assistance of these 
ladies. 

The subscription to the P.N.E.U. has been raised to 15/6, 
on account of the increased cost of printing and postage. It is 
satisfactory to be able to say that in spite of the raised subscrip- 
tions there has been a great increase in the number of new mem- 
bers during the year. 

The following statistics are of interest : — 

(1) Total number of Members of the Union, Feb. 

1921 (including 1731 Cnetral Members) . . 8510 

New Members joined during the year: — 

Central . . . • • • • • 529 

Foreign . . . • • • • • 78 

London . . • • • • • • 99 

Other Branches . . . • • • 77 

783 

Total, 783. 

(2) Working in P.U.S.: 

160 Elementary Schools, 

90 Secondary Schools 

and thousands of children in private families. 

(3) Callers at the Office, 954. 

Letters : 

(a) received, 16808. 

(b) despatched, 15550 approx., and 

“Parents’ Reviews,” 29300. 
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Wakefield.— lion. Sec.-. Mrs. Alec. Haley, Walton, near Wakefield. 
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JERUSALEM Branch. 
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Annual Report, 19 21 1922. 

(Compiled at request of the Executive Committee bti Lady 

Celia Coates.) 

There is another year of remarkable advance and achieve- 
ment to record for the Parents’ National Educational Union . 

When Miss Mason founded the Union in 1888— thirty- 
four vears ago, her teachings came as a revelation to many 
parents who had children to bring up , and only a very vague 
idea how to do it . There was not the same interest in uca- 

tion in those days ; inquiring parents were not greaft 

hand with lectures and conferences; and the three^gr^ 
educational instruments, as defined by Miss Mason h 
atmosphere of environment,” “the discipline of habit, 

fnTthe “presentation of living ideas” became an inspira- 
and the P . i v j n Great Britain, but in 

tion in countless homes not only genera! 

Africa. India and Austol.a. T„-da^hen^ [ ^ ^ 

interest in education has become a ^ & lecturer 

Mason’s principles the Psychology of the P -N .E .U . 

said this year-speaking on th^ ^ a safe guide 

gestion” and the “Dncnnkcons. ^ the many . 

ThiS F°me fSW. NX classes and schools are 
sided work of the P -JN . . t ing development being 

springing up cverywher^an interesting ^ >t 

a class of about eight " e ^'f d u Jion govern* resi- 
Jerusalem, taught y Another school has been 

dent at Government House 

opened in New S °“* u ^ ho „l s in England have 
About 40 public elementary 



• • n thr Parents’ Union School since last year, and there 
joined the Paren 192 0; so that there are 

is an increase o nea ^ schools, and 184 public 

now altogether abou the Parents ' Union School . 

Cl TheLt7hr S Xed a grievous loss by the sudden 
death last August of 

radiant personality, and V P J 

Steinthal has been identified with tne 
inception . 

New Branches and Areas. 

Keen branches have been formed in New Zealand and 
at Jerusalem and another in British East Africa The ady 
who was chiefly instrumental in starting the New Zealand 
branch wrote that her own interest had been aroused by 
reading of the work which is being done in Australia. 

New Areas have come into being at Bournemouth , 
Matlock, St. Leonards -on -Sea, Strabane and York; and a 
Cheshire Area has also been formed. 

Library. This has been re-arranged, and a new Cata- 
logue brought out. The Library contains nearly 1,000 
books ( £10 worth have been added during the past year and 
many kind gifts have been received from authors, publishers 
and others). The library is much appreciated by members. 
Those who come to change their books have an opportunity 
of seeing the pamphlets and hearing about the other work 
of the Union. Miss Morton and Miss Pennethorne are 
always ready to answer questions. 

The Twenty -Third Annual Conference . This was held at 
theMortimerHallonJune21st, 22 nd, and 23rd, 1921. Among 
the speakers were.— The Rev. C. A. Alington, D.D., Head 
Master of Eton College: Professor W. de Burgh, M.A., the 
Rev Harold Anson, Mr. H. W. Household, M.A., the 
Marchioness of Aberdeen and Temair: the Hon. Lily 

H„° n u 8 M J . P "c Mt - Waltet de la Mare - Miss Mac 

Rev rt r, " : r c HUgl ' Allen ’ Mus - Doc - “ ld ^ Very 
Kev . the Dean of St . Paul ’s . 

„ as 2”[ “I T 1 ' °' McketS Were Mld ' and the attendance 

newspapers ^ reP °’ tS ^ C “" fc "=nce appeared in the 

hold’s kcture d ■T y / PPKC,ative no tic e of Mr. House- 
leeture, winch dealt with Miss Mason’s methods, 




appeared in “The Schoolmistress.” The first part of this 
was published in The Hibbert Journal. 

The Parents’ National Educational Union took part 
as usual in the Conference of Educational Associations 
held at University College at the end of December 1921 , 
and in January 1922. Mr. Preston, M.A., Headmaster of 
Malvern College, and Miss Pennethorne spoke on the 
Teaching of History, and Mr. G. H. Smith, Headmaster 
of Uplands School, Stroud, on that of English. A good 
many books and pamphlets were sold at the bookstall, 
and many enquiries answered. 

International Educational Conference at Calais. The 
P.N.E.U. was represented by the Organising Secretary at 
the Conference, which was held in the College Sophie 
Berthelot from August 1st to 12th. Fourteen nationalities 
were represented, and many of the French Educational 
Bodies. The Secretary explained to the Conference the 
work done in the elementary schools affiliated to the Union ; 
and Century books, Nature note books, and examination 
papers were shown in the exhibition. 

At the Council Meeting of the National Council of 
Women held in Sheffield, Miss Pennethorne, Mrs. Grant and 
Mrs . Doncaster were the P .N .E .U . delegates , and the Union 
shewed the pamphlets, nature note books, etc., in the 
book room. The Hon. Sec. was also there in her capacity 
as member of the Executive. 

Groups of P.N.E.U. Associates (parents of children 
working in elementary schools in the P.U.S.) have been 
started in connection with South Rock Council School, 
Lechlade and Uplands Council School, Stroud— both in 
Gloucestershire, and with Alderwasley Council School in 
Derbyshire. There is also a very successful group, already 
in its second year, connected with the New Park Road 
Schools, Brixton. This holds regular monthly meetings, 
which are always well attended, and has had inspiring lec- 
tures from the Hon. Sec., Miss Pennethorne, and Mrs. Pott, 
&c. 

The P.U.S.A. , an Association of old pupils of the 
P.U.S. has begun its second year of life with 60 members. 
Four meetings have been held, and a Committee — managed 
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entirely by « P U S ' P “ pU l^ThTindu^ frtaSjr 
out the work of the ■' SS “‘“ Mie< , t ion with children and 
gatherings, social work ^ the Union , j other 

education , propaganda wort ^ ^ ^ ^ P.N.L.U, 
service. T he members helped^ College Educa- 

Annual Conference, and ^following the P .U.S 

tional Conference. K " aai « c pro vided, kindly aided 

proSrammeforform^VandJI. ^ P ritjeisms ; and further 
by Mrs. Clemen l t d f or the coming year, 

activities - r y; n 7P la represent ed on the London Branch 
The P.N.E.U. is 1 . t for combating Veneral 
Committee of the a l0 " f Women (Representative 

Diseases; ^en Sub-Committees of the 

R«f and the Challenge Library Com- 

mM Meetings. The Hon. Secretary and the Organising 
Secretary have held many meetings all over the country. 
A number of new members have joined the Union, 
and the work of the Parents’ Union School i> 
arousing more interest than ever before. The audiences 
have been of varied descriptions— ranging from a meeting 
at a Diocesan Training College for Men Teachers (with the 
Principal in the chair) to a gathering of 15 village mothers, 
held where the local elementary school is working in the 
P ,U .S . ; the mothers were all enthusiastic about the effects 
of the method on their children . Another audience consisted 
of 50 local elementary school teachers; and many drawing- 
room meetings have taken place as well. 

Addresses were given on many subjects — such as ‘ ‘Good 
Literature,” “Habits of Truth and Obedience,” “Picture 
Talk,” “New Aspects of our Work,” “Fashions in Educa- 
tion,” “Religious Training in Home and School,” “The 
Modern Girl,’ etc., etc., and the Committee have received 
many letters of appreciation after meetings addressed by 
Mrs. Franklin and Miss Pennethorne. 

A great number of schools working in the P.N.E.U. 
have also been visited by the Hon. Sec. and the 
Organising Secretary during the year. 


Parents' Union School. Children brought up in the 
Parents’ Union School are showing their ability to pass 
public examinations. Two girls in one school, who had 
been in the P.U.S. from the age of six, passed, after 
one year’s preparation, the Cambridge Local Senior 
Examination with 2nd and 3rd class honours— one 
with distinction in English, French, Botany, Natural 
History, and Geography, and the other with distinction in 
French. In the same year one passed the Cambridge 
Previous. Their Head Mistress writes: “Both girls took 
the examination without any pressure — continuing to the 
end such interests as music, games, and guiding, and both 
have passed good examinations in music . Of our old girls 
who have just completed their two years’ course at Amble- 
side, two passed in the first class, and both gained distinc- 
tions.’ ’ Two boys in a preparatory school won 3rd and 5th 
places in the Townsend Warner History Prize, which is 
open to all preparatory schools. These boys were both 
“mathematical men” but did no special work beforehand, 
and went up simply on the history they knew from their 
P.N.E.U. classes; they have also won scholarships, one at 

Eton and the other at Sedbergh. 

In spite of all the new educational schemes which keep 
springing up, the P.N.E.U. is continually receiving-from 
parents and from educational authorities on all sides- 
testimonials of appreciation of Miss Mason’s methods. 

A head mistress of a girls’ school— writing to Miss 
Mason about their terminal examinations-says : There 

is so much joy in the work. . . • I think if you could 

have seen my girls this week you would have felt how worth 
whTyour care for us all is. Even the youngest will no 
Ln J Wedness, though we have to curb them without 

was received from an elementary 
schoolmaster in a rural district: “Six months ago the cln - 
dren spent most of their time in ^be 

moral tone of the school was so ow £ ^ elementar y 

it . To-day we are one of the h ppy con trol , and 

schools where the cMM«n treading along 

pat to the invisible. The great torce 
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giving the boy ^ s ’ ^ rS ’ ^een ^rece i ved cf a child who is 
An account has a^been^ ^ rf gix years old _ 
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^"^TtSs'ofT P.N.E.U. system she developed 


alert and very intelligent. Since then she has continued 
working entirely on the P.N.E.U. system, and has now 
at the age of 11 — passed into one of the best London High 
Schools. The Head Mistress of the school is much pleased 
with the girl, and considers that she has taken a very good 
place indeed.” 

House of Education. Students trained at the House of 
Education, Ambleside, continue to be greatly in demand. 
Recognition of the value of the training is shown by the fact 
that the Central Committee for the training of Women has 
given grants for training at Ambleside to several girls during 
the past year. 

The Incorporation of the P.N.E.U. has been carried 
through and completed, so that it is now an incorporated 
Society. This gives it power to hold property with con- 
tinuity, independent of the individuals now composing the 
Union. By incorporation the Union is placed under the 
protection of the Board of Trade, thereby safeguarding the 
title, publications, and funds of the Society. 

The liability of members is limited to an amount not 
exceeding one pound- that is, practically the amount of 
their yearly subscriptions. 

The CommitT^^i Uie Union is satisfactory, 

staff for ttotaitM tkeir 8ratitude is due to the office 

t interests * the **•*• 

Review, August! m 2 P ubllsh «l in the 
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The following statistics are of interest: — 


(1) Total number of Members (approx.) in- 



eluding Associate and P .U .S .A . 

3500 

(2) 

Working in the Parents’ Union School: 



Elementary Schools . . 

184 


Secondary Schools 

100 


Classes 

and thousands of children in private 
families. 

34 

(8) 

Callers at the Office 

1098 

(4) 

Letters : — 


(а) Received 

(б) Despatched (approx.): 

13500 


From the Office . . 

From the Hon. Sec’s Private 

21321 


Office. . 

500 

(5) 

Parents' Review despatched 

21715 


New Pamphlets. Two new pamphlets have been pub- 
lished this year : — ‘ ‘Knowledge the Pathway to the Dawn , ’ ’ 
by H. W. Household, and “Why Small Things Matter,” 
by Dr. Helen Webb. 

“Children as Persons,” by Miss Mason has been re- 
printed , as have also ‘ ‘Thought Turning and Nursery Talk , ” 
by Dr. Helen Webb, “A Liberal Education for All” (No. 
ii), by Miss Drury, and the book “The British Museum for 
Children,” by Mrs. Epps (revised by Miss Bernau). 

In addition to these Miss Mason has arranged, in res- 
ponse to many requests, that the Programme of Scripture 
for each form in the Parents’ Union School shall be pub- 
lished separately. These programmes are now available 
for a payment of 3/- a year. Miss Pennethorne has also 
written a helpful pamphlet on the teaching of Scripture. 

Signed on behalf of the Executive, 

H. Costley -White, Chairman. 

H. Fbanki.in, Hon. Sec. 


May , 1922. 
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Parents’ National Educational Union. 


Founded 1888. 


Incorporated 1921 


Founded 1887 — 1922. 


Sir 


s i union was founded in 1887 in respom 

t < National Educational Union how to give lntellige^ 

»' '“ ldre "’ 8 ' ,hole 

Its object . - ■ 0 f Education in all i P ‘ hin „ (6) To create a bett* 

principles and ® tpr as we ll as actual methods « 3 &nd g with this object in vie* 

interested in Education. Koffere to its n success f u l both m families an- 

tooSgto™ n.»l Principles Is fha. • relics basts . 

me S»bSi5??on (which includes both head, of the household) is 15s. 0,1. pt| 

aUnU The advantages offered to Members are : 

i,C"K?^on»rM^od free attendance at any Meeting, » 

op“«fr“piSo^ 

who meet there on the same ground . » tt « 

ODDortunitv to attend natural history excursions, reading circles, E.U.S 
classes . "Shakespeare readings, study circles, etc., as may be arranged 11 

the neighbourhood . , . . . , ^ ^ r> . 

The use of the large library of educational works, winch is kept at the Centra 

Office. . 

The Parents’ Union School ; this is open to members on payment ot a specia 

fee . 

Membership is not confined to parents, all interested in education may join. 

The Parents’ Union School. This correspondence school was devised foi 
introducing regular work and school training into Home Schoolrooms. Childrer 
are classified according to their powers. A Time-Table and syllabus of work is set 
for each term in six forms (ages, six to eighteen), and at the end of the term the 
pupils receive Examination papers, by which the work done by each child is tested 
The distinctive curriculum of the Parents’ Union School offers to the pupils s 
liberal education and gives them an opportunity of establishing relations with living tvt T? cr » 

ideas, through the study of many great books , as well as through nature , art, music ERNEST FRANKL1 , * * 

science and handicrafts . The Hon . Mrs . FRANKLIN , 

Many hundreds of home school rooms and private schools all over the world and M a r mot n FORSTER , 

a rapidly mcmasmg number of public elementary and secondary schools are n°^ * ^ TirAT>rrirfcVT 

following the Parents’ Union School programmes. The Rev. R. HORTON, 

farnihe-f 0f i E « d ^ Ca J ion ’ Amblesid e, A Training College for teachers it Miss GARDNER, 

MmirT/ f b K h ° 0 S ’ , wor , klI 'S in the Parents ’ Union School . H . VV . HOUSEHOLD , Esq . , 

a rapidly’ i'^sashig O m^er C of 0 publ , i^ele l mer| l bm^ e an C l IOO ' S the world ao^ , Mlss LAMBERT . H.O.E.T.A 

following the PatenV Union SeC ™”'”il 7 “ nd " 0 “ d * r y 8chooLs “* 


FOUNDER : 

Miss CHARLOTTE M . MASON . 

PRESIDENTS : 

Most Hon. MARQUESS & MARCHIONESS of ABERDEEN k TEMAIR. 
VICE-PRESIDENTS : 

His Grace the ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY. 

The Right Hon. The COUNTESS OF ELGIN. 

The Right Hon. The EARL OF LYTTON. 

The Right Rf.v . The LORD BISHOP OF DURHAM . 

The Rev. The Hon. E. LYTTLETON. 

The LADY COTTESLOE. 

The Hon. LADY LAWSON JOHNSTON. 

Sir FREDERICK HOGG , K .C .1 .E . , and Lady HOGG . 

J. CRICHTON BROWNE, M.D., F.R.S. 

Mrs. CLEMENT PARSONS. 

HENRY PERRIN, Esq. 

F. WILLINGHAM RAWNSLEY , Esq., M.A., JJ*. 

FRANCIS F. STEINTHAL, Esq. J.P- 
Mrs . WHITAKER THOMPSON . 

Mrs. WILBERFORCE. 


COUNCIL : 

Mrs . CORBETT ASHBY , 

Mrs. PAGE, 

OSCAR BROWNING, Esq., O.B.E. 

The Ven. Archdeacon DANIELL, 

Mrs. DANIELL, 


Retire 

1924. 


Union School programmes 
. , i the House of Education i‘ 

to supply the demand for teachers trained there. 


! n „ the House of Education is widespread, and it is not possibl* 


Mrs. PEPLOE, 

HUGH SEEBOHM, Esq., 
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, ns . JOHN BUCHAN, 

>“■ cabnegie 

:Z », DOUGLAS CARNEGIE , 

ADY FITZROY, 

[rs. FYFB, 

RS . HOWARD GLCD FR , 
rs. HALLAM MURRAY, 

’rs. PERRIN, 

SURTEES PHILPOTTS, Esq., 

[rs. GUY PYM, 

rs. scharlieb,c.b.e.,m.d. 
w.*r> ■qt.’xt h WEBB-PEPLOE, 


"he Right Hon . The EARL OF BEAUCHAMP , K .G . , K .C .M .G . 
Miss P. BOWSER, P.U.S.A. 

['he IIon. FRANK TREVOR BIGHAM, 

Colonel .JOHN BUCHAN, 

.ady CAMPBELL, 


Mrs. EVAN CAMPBELL, 

The Lady HELEN CASSEL, 

The Lady CELIA COATES, 

Mrs. SPUDDING CUR WEN, 

Mrs. SPENCER CUR WEN, 

Mrs. BISHOP HARMAN, M.B.,B.Sc. 

M. L. JACKS, Esq . , M .A . 

GUY KENDALL, Esq., 

♦Miss E. KITCHING, Director of the Parents’ Union School 
Miss LOUISA MACDONALD, M.A. 

♦Miss PARISH, Principal of the House of Education 
Mrs. PELL, 

Miss HELEN WEBB, M.B. 

The Rev. H. COSTLEY WHITE, M.A. 


Also Branch and Area Representatives . 


* Ex-Officio . 


5 


p n CMClff 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 

Chairman : The Rev . H . COSTLEY-WHITE, M.A. 
Vice-Chairman: Mrs. WHITAKER THOMPSON. 
on. Treasurer: Colonel The Hon. DOUGLAS CARNEGIE. 
IIon. Secretary: TnE IIon. Mrs. FRANKLIN. 


Mbs. CORBETT ASHBY. 

•Miss P . BOWSER , P .U .S . A . 
Colonel BUCHAN . 

Mrs. BUCHAN. 

Mrs. EVAN CAMPBELL. 

The Lady HELEN CASSEL . 

The Lady CELIA COATES. 

Mrs . THEODORE FYFE . 

Mbs. HOWARD GLOVER. 

Mrs. BISHOP HARMAN, M.B., 


H . W . HOUSEHOLD , Esq . , M . A . 
II . W. JACKS, Esq., M. A. 

♦Miss E. KITCHING (Director, 
Parents’ Union School) . 

♦Miss LAMBERT , H .0 .E .T .A . 
Miss MACDONALD , M .A . 

♦Miss E. A. PARISH (Principal, 
House of Education) . 

Mrs . PELL . 

Miss H. WEBB, M.A. 

Representatives . 


Also Branch and Area 

♦Ex-Officio. 


B.S. 


General Secretary : Miss MORTON . 
Organizing Secretary: Miss PENNETHORNE. 
Office : 26, VICTORIA STREET , S.W.l 





Thirty-Second Annual Report, 1923. 

(Compiled at the request of the Executive Committee by 
Mrs. Theodore Fyfe.) 

PARENTS’ NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL UNION. 

Since the last Annual Report was presented a year ago, 
the P .N .E .U . has passed through the Valley of the Shadow, 
and the year that began with the Annual Conference at 
Ambleside ended with the Memorial Service at St. Martin’s- 
in-the-Fields . The beloved Founder of the Parents’ Union 
passed on to higher and more complete service on January 
16th, 1923, leaving to those who had been her children for 
so long, the great Association which she had founded, as a 
most sacred trust. Miss Mason always taught that good- 
ness and truth and beauty grow in proportion only as they 
are given out and shared with other people, and that love 
and knowledge are the rightful heritage of every chxld tha 
comes into the world. She founded the Umonasa chann 
through which children of every class should be fed a 
nourished spiritually and mentally, and the 

her work in all humility but with earnestness of pu^e * 

unabated energy, is the most fitting memonal we can 

hCr - The work o, the P.N -E ; ^ ^"hf 
throughout the year. The < - » areat per- 

Mason’s death have been 1 fil1 ^ ^whether they had 

eonal loss for every member o f tbose w ho have 

met Miss Mason face to face or no > u ortran i S ation and 
taken on their shoulders the burden of thej.an ^ ^ 
control of this great Association, y 
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n The Union is fortunate 

- -» t::i ■: 

'“ v h “h‘"f, fitting themselves to , office in London 

Se “houid be c»iied ^J^es as always, only with 
*“l continue to run on th ^ House 0 f Educat.on, who 
additional ex-stude xecut ive Committee to help 

has been appomted by he da wo rk during the 

with the steadily ^% useho Id and the Hon. Seere- 
absence in America of „ iss Mason, Wore her 

tary, The ^ dditiona l piece of propaganda, which 

death, planned th satisfaction. 

she looked upon with P tha t Miss Mason made 

Members will be g ad * o( het work . 

complete provision for f Educat ion, Practising 

The business of the Ho ^ manage d by a Coun- 

School, Parents’ Union co , mem bers in the first 

cil appointed Campbell) The Hon. Mrs. 

Sh^Mr "Household, Miss Hitching The Rev . F . 
Lewis * Mrs . Clement Parsons, Miss Parish Mr. Willingham 
town ley. Dr. Webb, Miss F.C.A. Williams, and Mrs. 
Stendhal deceased, in place of whom the Trustees, as 


Costley -White. 

This original Council was given powers of co -option 
and these have since been exercised and the following mem- 
bers added: — Mrs. Esslemont, O.B.E., Mrs. Arnold 
Forster, Mr. Theodore Fyfe, Mrs. Gibson, J .P., The Hon. 
Geoffrey Hope Morley, Mr. Telford Petrie and Miss Penne- 
thorne . 

The Council has power to make rules and regulations 
for the conduct of their business. The education work of 
the House of Education, the Practising School and the 
Parents’ Union School is to be carried on by the said Coun- 
cil in accordance with Miss Mason’s principles under the 
supervision of a Principal as regards the House of Education , 
of a Head Mistress as regards the Practising School and of a 
Director as regards the Parents’ Union School, who are to 
, e a PP° mted by and to act under the said Council. The 
rs Principal of the House of Education is to be Miss E . A . 
ans , who is to retain office for life. The first Director 




ftp***** 


of the Parents’ Union School is to be Miss E . Hitching , 
is also appointed for life- 


who 


Thus Members of the Union may feel that the work at 
Ambleside will be carried on at the same high level and 
standard, and in the spirit and atmosphere created by Miss 
Mason. 

The “Parents’ Review’’ was presented to the Union 
by the kindness of the shareholders and others who bought 
up the shares for this purpose in 1902. The appointment 
of the new Editor therefore was in the hands of the Execu- 
tive Committee . Miss Hitching was unanimously offered the 
post. She had been trained for the work during the thirty 
years she acted as Miss Mason’s Secretary, and Miss Mason 
•wished her to be her successor. Those who have read the 
Review since February — and especially the book reviews— 
will recognise how wise the appointment has been. 

It is hoped that the Editorial Board, consisting of the 
Lady Celia Coates, Mrs. John Buchan and Mr. M. L. Jacks, 
will assist the Editor in obtaining material for the Review. 

The Union has lost two much-valued friends in the 
death of a Vice-President, Ella, Lady Coote, who with her 
late husband, Sir Algernon Coote, Bart., greatly assisted 
the Union in early days, and of Dr. Gow, former Hea 
Master of Westminster School, who was for four years on the 

EXe ^jl m San has been obliged, much to 

of the Committee, to resign her position as ^ e ' C ^ an ; 

been greatly used by mein ^ the kind gifts of 

educational subjects adde . ht w j t h the money 

members, and others have been taught^ ^ ^ 

granted for this purpose y include books on 

have been carefully chosen in order to inclu ^ ^ ^ 

many subjects likely to be ° ™ e ® eW volumes on education, 

ers, so that among them th ‘ f rt an d music, as 

nature-study, citizenship, 

well as on the welfare and upbringing f for Miss 

There has been a greater demand than 
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Mason’s books, which aroin — ^ 

the "» rld %“f Sc ‘ hoo 8 1 r | duc3t ion”and “Ourselves ” have 
Education, scnooi ^ 

been added to the library. f or these books from 

As there are “"‘‘^“J' Jthc P.N.E .U , scheme, 
schools considering t a a been j ent to these enquirers, 
«iXo» s principles of education , 
" in, additions to the Library appear twice a year ... the 
Parents’ Review so that they may be added to each mem- 

ber’* catalogue. „ , . . , 

Finance. The Balance Sheet of the last year shows 

that the financial position of the Union is satisfactory .and 

the Committee feel that their gratitude is due to the Office 

staff for their faithful care of the interests of the Union. 

The following statistics are of interest : — 

(1) Total number of Members (approx. June 

0th, 1923.) 

(Increase of 884). 

Central 
London 
Foreign 
Branches 

Students of House of Education . . 

P.U.S.A 

P .N .E .U . Associates 

(2) Working in Parents’ Union School 
Elementary Schools 
Secondary Schools.. 

Classes 

• • • • • • 

and thousands of children in Home 

/ox S choolrooms abroad and in England. 

(8) Callers at the Office (From March ’ ‘ 

1022 fn noil- 


( 4 ) 


1UU1 iuaren 1st, 

1922 to Peb. 28th, 1923) 

Letters (From Mar. 1st, 1922 to 28th 
leb., 1923) 

(a) Received . . 

(*>) Despatched: 

From Office 


From Hon. Secretary’ 
Office 


•y’s Private 


8680 


1286 


18264 


QAft 
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•) 28940 

4800 


(5) “Parents’ Reviews” despatched (approx 

(6) Parcels (approx .) . . 

New Pamphlets. Several new pamphlets have been 
published during the year, including, “The Work and Aims 
of the Parents ’ Union School , by Miss O ’Ferrall , Ex-Student 
of the House of Education, who was then conducting a 
P.U.S. Class at Government House, Jerusalem; “English 
Literature and the Teaching Methods of Miss Mason in 
Elementary Schools,” by H. W. Household, Director of 
Education for Gloucestershire. Mr. Household has also 
written articles dealing with Miss Mason’s Work which 
have appeared this year in “The Nineteenth Century 
Review,” “Hibbert Journal,” and “Christian Science 
Monitor . ’ ’ 

The pamphlet, “A Liberal Education for All” has 
been completely revised and information about the P .N .E .U 
• and the Parents’ Union School included in it, as well as a 
specimen programme of the work and specimen examination 
papers . 

A re-issue of Miss Mason’s book, “Some Studies in 
the Formation of Character ,” which was out of print, has 
also been arranged. The March, April, June and July 
numbers of the Review are to be issued in a volume entitled 

“In Memoriam,” price 2/6. 

The Scripture Programme of the Parents’ Union School 
with its many helpful suggestions for Sunday school work 
is published separately each term, (price 3s. a year). is 
has been much appreciated by members. 

The P.U.S.A., an Association of old pupils of 
P.U.S., has begun its third year of life with 74 members. 
Meetings have been held under the mamgement of a Com- 
mittee of ex -P.U.S. pupils. The work of > the 
includes social work in connection with cluldre ■ 

tion, propaganda work for the U ”' on ’ Annual 

The members helped as last year at the P-N-^ 
Conference and at the Conferences pro , r unnu 

lions. Reading eourses-followmg the P.U.S . 

for Forms V. and Vl.-are provided, kindly a ^ b > 
Clement Parsons’ notes and criticisms; and further 

ties are contemplated for the coming Council and on 

The Association is represented on the Council 
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the future prove a most neipxui 
and continuity of the Union. 

Conference of Educational Associations . 

The P N E.U. Meeting at this Conference was held on 
January 3rd, and was well attended. Sir Martin Conway 
spoke on “How to interest children in Art, and Mrs. 
Ransome, Ex-Student of the House of Education, spoke on 
“Art and Literature” in the P.U.S. Miss Macdonald, 
First Principal of the Women’s College, Sydney Univer- 
sity, took the chair and Mrs. Howard Glover acted as 
Hostess in the absence of Mrs. Franklin. About forty 
people stayed to tea after the Meeting, and many enquiries 
were made at the bookstall about P.N.E.U. work. 


Conference of the House of Education Teachers' and Old 
Students’ Association. 

In the spring of May, 1922, Miss Mason was well 
enough to receive and enjoy 99 old Students who went up to 
Ambleside for their Conference. Miss Mason took the 
whole upon her shoulders, and was present at all the meet- 
ings and demonstration lessons and led all the discussions. 
Isone of the students who were present will ever forget those 
few days, which sent them back with new and clearer 
vision— to work as their Principal had always done without 
ceasing, for the children’s sake. 


Th| W * s held at Amb leside from Monday, May 29tl 
a hund^H Une 1 st ’ by the invitation of Miss Mason . 0 

citf st z del r es ~ 

theHon.Sec.anJrt s U Ve_ ' the Rev ' H ' Costley-Wh 
tion Committee all sn oft he Gloucestershire Edu 

The srxr took part in th ° 

stration lessor^ evtymm" 86 ° f Educati « gave dem 
followed by most hin?’ which in each case w 
rambles, bW “a Ifa d,Mussi °“‘; delightful nat 

tS and geographical expeditions t. 
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place every afternoon. A musical appreciation of Grieg 
was given by Mrs . Howard Glover, and greatly enjoyed, and 
a Scale How literary evening became a reality for many who 
had only heard of it at second hand. The students and 
children of the Practising School gave charming entertain- 
ments in the garden. Excellent addresses were given, 
but the whole reality of the Conference was centred in the 
actual presence of Miss Mason. She called the members of 
the Union round her , and as children who only want to learn 
they paid her homage and sat at her feet. Twice she out- 
lined the history and policy of the Union, and her second 
address — P.N.E.U. a service to the State — gives just the 
inspiration which is needed for the carrying on of her great 
work. It was published in the Conference (July, 1922) 
number of the Parents ’ Review . At its meeting in July , 
the Executive Committee of the Union decided that a 
donation of £30 should be sent to the Headmistress of the 
Practising School, Ambleside, for household furniture, 
as a thank-offering for the Ambleside Conference, and an 
appreciation of the children s part in it. 

Propaganda W ork . 

It is more and more evident that the claims made for 
P N E U. methods of education are being realised. These 
methods have been spoken of as revolutionising education 
so that they may be a new Renaissance m the world. e 
work in the Council Schools is continually growing and 
spreading, and the difference in the whole atmosp ere o 
schools that have adopted Miss Masons “™c' rs and 
amazing — the difference does not end »«h the t®hem^ 
children, but extends to the homes from v i mentary 
come, and the association of the P are!l 5 p ^ g (j i s one 
and Secondary P.U.S. children m the _ 
of the very hopeful signs ot the * f p jj E.U. 

received last year from the Board of Education f ^ ™ 
literature to be sentto the Acting Supermtendent of S 

Fiji . In England itself several mew and 
— and the Honorary Secretary ( have bad a year 

the Organising Secretary (Miss enne varied p i aces — in- 

of most successful meetings in ma y colleges, and 

eluding many meetings in training schools and co g 
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U „f the National Union of Teachers, 
addresses to " wives' Fellowsh.p, many of 

- t,w - 

Branches and Areas. , at Bre ntwood and Shen- 

New Areas have been Leonar(is , Stroud; the following 
field, Littlehampton, s ' ' being re -formed into Areas:— 
Branches have been or Lou g hto n . Of existing areas 

Worcester, Shrewsbuiy haV e been received from 

and Branches, very 8 „d Jerusalem. Aus- 

Wakefield, Northwoo , we U ; the Secretary of 

haS mlCd me 

the latter says, t f or I have tried hard to 

Ste'Bmnch-Td the sympathy and help I have 

rauch T™**? 

visit from the Organising Secretary, who spoke on the 
P.U.S., its principles and methods. The Leeds Branch has 

lapsed . 

Other Activities during the year. 

An appropriately bound copy of Home Education 
was offered by the President, on behalf of the Executive 
Committee, to Princess Mary, Viscountess Lascelles, on the , 
occasion of the christening of her infant son , and accepted 
by a gracious note . 

The Union has been in touch to an increasing extent 
h other Societies and Agencies of a more or less education- 
iharacter in addition to those already mentioned. 

1 H • V 1 / l 4“ T-J i n /\ /\ J? rl i « 4* « v-v 


Miss Mann, Ex-student, House of Education, acted as 
gate for the P.N.E.U. at Le Troisieme Congres Inter - 
onale d Education Morale,” held at Geneva in July, 
Miss Mann afterward submitted a report of this 
ference to the Executive Committee. 

The Union sent representatives to the Conference of 
• ° , er ^ ^ n * on and to sit on the committee of the 

nfant WeW* Appeal and t0 the ConferenCC 


The iS , alS ° re P resent ed on:— 

whtr, Co T n ot w ° men i th « Hu » branch ° f 

the p - n - e -«- su pp° rt ** «• 

on reh g»ous teaching). 


15 


The National Council for Combating Venereal Diseases 
The Association of Teachers on Domestic Subjects. 

The League of Nations’ Union. 

The Conference on Christian Politics, Economics and 
Citizenship . 

The Women Workers’ Library. 

The particulars given above are ample evidence of the 
widely recognised influence and importance of the work that 
is being done by the Union . 


The 25th Annual Conference of the Union was held at 
the Mortimer Hall, London, on March 26th, 27th and 28th. 

Its subject was Miss Mason’s Message and Work, and though 
the report of its meetings properly comes into next year’s 
Annual Report, it is not possible to end without some 
mention of this gathering which was really a Memorial to 
Miss Mason . 

The obituary notices which appeared in the Press and the 
personal letters to the Hon. Mrs. Franklin, Miss Kitching 
and Miss Parish at the time of Miss Mason’s death were a 
most wonderful expression of love and reverence. They 
came from all sorts and conditions of men and women— and 
all breathed the same spirit of love and gratitude whether or 
no the writers had ever seen Miss Mason. The Memorial 
numbers of the Review contain many of these letters and 
short appreciations of what Miss Mason has 
women and children, all over the world- An offical tribute 

was sent to the Hon. Mrs. 

Bigge, Permanent Secretary to r inference was 

The Memorial Service on the last day o e j „ 

held at St. Martin ’s - in-the -Fields on Thursday mommg 
March 29th. Rev. H. Costley-White 
which expressed very beautifu y e onal loss t0 t he 
heard him, and raised the sorim P ^ wb ich had 
right level of thanksgiving for t e ea fuller 

ended its work in this world, and passed on 


SCr ^^“hle to speak 

kind of what Miss Mason has mean^ a impossible to speak 

who knew her, or her work , it 1 done for 

of her wonderful achievements, and of all 
Education and for the children . 
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We add a few extracts from letters . 

Clara Lady Vincent, writes : “I first knew of Mi Ss 
Mason’s n'ork some 25 years ago, and have apprecmted it 
„ ,ly more and more heartily ever smce. I have felt glad 
II she was allowed to pass from this h e while her mmd 
was still active so that she was spared most of the infirm, tres 
of old age ... I am extremely sorry that I shall not 
be able to be at the Memorial Service on the 29th , of this 
month, but I shall be with you in spirit, for I look upon 
Miss Mason’s work as of the most serious importance in the 
educational world, and I owe very much to her myself as to 
the bringing up of my children, and the knowledge that I 
have obtained from her excellent writings . ’ ’ 

Mr. J. S. Philpotts. “May I also express my 
sense of the debt all lovers of education owe to Miss Char- 
lotte Mason and express my grief at the loss we have sus- 
tained in her death. Fortunately I know that your Society 
is carrying on the good work she initiated . ’ ’ 

Miss Gray, High Mistress, St. Paul’s Girls’ School. 

“ Two of the P.N.E.U. children here 

are now Foundation Scholars and are doing very well . ’ * 
Lord Lytton writes from Government House, Cal- 
cutta, to Mrs. Franklin: — “I have just received your 
letter of January 22nd. I had not seen the news of Miss 
Mason’s death and I share the sorrow of all who knew and 
admired her— at her loss . ’ ’ 

“Tu" '" iteS: “ Isha " ever be rateful to your 
1 think o- • as r ve amy daughter a taste for good reading; 

true 1 't?° ’1 ?j d u hat MUS Maso »' s solution for 

SchootT ; e n L mhe e rf nd M g ^ El «™ 

Ple.« continue to consider me^br 1 "' 16 *° SPr “ d ' 

School;. .ri!;™ 7 H '-' a <i Master of a s ; condary 
under the P.N.E IT 61 Was ^ or a s ^ort time working 
joined my school here ° rres P ondence Section and when she 
developed habits of mind 1 <llSCOVered that she had 

amongst pupils two u enabled he * to hold her own 
swallow does not make n ” sen * or > and although one 
fact that in the past tC tlTT* 1 Sm full y alive to the 
for the pupil. . . T has done too much thinking 

a e y I have completely re- 
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organised the school with the object of 


greater opportunities for the exercise oTS^eTid 
intellectual independence.” e ant * 

Another member writes;-"! wish I could express 
how grateful I am to you for your wonderful method 
of education, it has meant a great deal to my children 
When the foundation is good , it is so easy to build X has 
done very well indeed at Wycombe and I know that it is not 
due to any special cleverness but to the foundation both in 
character and work . ’ ’ 

This report cannot end more fittingly than with the 
words with which Mr. Household finished his appreciation 
of Miss Mason in the March number of the Review . ‘ ‘It is 

not yet the time to measure up her whole achievement. The 
full harvest is not yet. But there is enough to justify the 
confidence that posterity will see in her a great reformer 
who led the children of the Nation out of a barren wilderness 
into a rich inheritance. . . . The children of many 

generations will thank God for Charlotte Mason and her 
work . ’ ’ 

Signed on behalf of the Executive Committee, by 
H. Costley-White, Chairman. 
H. Franklin, Hon. Sec. 


